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ABSTRACT 

The hybrid space of the Bildungsroman offers an appropriate layout for the negotiation of a number of enduring 

and contentious tensions in the works of American writers. It further goes on to multiply and reframes the locus of tensions 

between the constant conflict of the individual battling between one’s individual desire and the demands of socialization. 

The work involves a study of the theoretical issues concerning Formation, Cultivation, Uniqueness, Individualism 

Autobiographical element, ancestry, full realization of the self and final maturation of the protagonist. Each chapter 

introduces a theoretical or conceptual framework, and then continues to organize discussions around the key tropes and 

themes, trauma and individuation, autobiographical to full realization. 
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